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Art Students Anticipate Sale at Centre Mall
Sara Prins
Staff Writer
During the first week in
December, Dordt art students will
have the opportunity to sell their
artwork in an art sale at the Sioux
Center MaIL
The sale will continue
from Tuesday, December 2 until
Satnrday, December 7, where all
art students and alumni will be able
to present their work.
The 20th Century Art
History, Painting, and Advanced
Drawing classes are required to
submit at least one work to sell and
work one shift at the sale.
This is the first year that
there has been an art sale.
Professor Susan Van Geest, who is
organizing the sale, said, "I began
considering the idea of setting up a
college wide art sale three years
ago when I had an art sale, but J
was still quite new at Dordt and
needed time to learn more about
the students and the community.
This sale is now possible because
the Art department has grown;
there are now 65 art majors.
Van Geest has given her
II

control over to the students, however.
Van Geest comments,
"The entire class is contributing
artwork and also funds in order to
purchase advertising space. I want
the students to be rnvolved as much
as possible, taking ownership and a
high degree of responsibility.
They are doing a wonderful job.
Joe Hoksbergen, Mandy
Allen, Sara Mulder, Rebecca
Groenendyk, and Taylor Van Kley
are the Art Commodity group.
They are in charge of handling all
money issues, assembling and dissembling the sale, and creating a
work schedule. As the time draws
near, the workload will get heavier.
Allen says, "It hasn't been too
much work so far, but it is starting
to get kind of hectic as the sale
approaches. I am just glad there
are five of us to share the duties."
Allen is contributing a
painting, linocut print, and a couple
of photographs.
As Professor Van Geest
has anticipated, art students are
each. involved in a beneficial strugg.
..
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product,

and also producing

----

Van Geest said, lilt is also a valuable learning experience as students have to struggle throngh
issues such as how to price their art
work, how to advertise and market
work with integrity, and how to
select the kind of work this particular community might purchase."
Students will also have to
learn how to set -up, take down,
sell, and keep track of taxes and
other financial matters for their
work. They will get a taste of

It will not only benefit the
students, however. The community will be able to purchase original
works of art, rather than copies of
it, and they will be able to snpport
art students. This art will make
affordable, unique Christmas presents.
With all the work current1y going into the sale, the art students will be relieved when it is
over. Van Geest mentioned that
"at the end of the day, I believe the

it.

Workshop
offered to theatre gurus
Allison Alons
News Editor

Theater, music, communications, and

An opportunity will be
offered in late November to
explore one's acting skills and to
perfect Shakespearean performances.
Professor
April Hubbard,
. Instructor of Theatre Arts at Dordt
College, will be hosting this workart students all benefit from the new Mac Lab-- Dordt Diamond is no exception. shop and lecture/demonstration
with Professor Catherine Weidner
of the Shakespeare Theatre in
Washington, D.C
The workshop will be held for
The computers are also equipped
tion has improved. "For about two
interested
students in theatre, and
with the latest software that benefit
to three weeks in the beginning we
will
be
held
on Friday afternoon,
both students and professors.
were having software and hardNovember 22 from 2:00 p.m. -5:00
Sibelius, a music composition pro- ware
problems,"
he
says.
p.m. at the Aerobics Room, and on
"However, we worked through
gram, allows student to compose
Saturday morning, November 23
and transpose music. Vectorworks
most of those problems and things
from 9:00 a.m, - noon and 1:00
enables those in theatre arts to are going well now. This was a
p.m. til 4:00 p.m. at the New World
work with stage layout and design.
learning experience for us as well."
Theatre.
This workshop will give
Photoshop and Illustrator benefit
Despite
these
initial
students
a
chance to understand the
glitches, Van Donselaar believes
those in graphic design, and Quark
performance
of Shakespearean
Express deals with page layouts.
that this lab will provide students
drama.
"This
is
a great opportuniIn addition to these programs, the with opportunities they didn't have
ty
to
learn
and
polish
off skills ...
before.
"We
didn't
have
enough
computers still have word-processand to rub shoulders with someone
Mac computers before; we really
ing and Internet capabilities.
who is prominent in theatre ,11
While a lot of this soft- wanted to build a facility where
Hubbard said.
ware was already on campus, it students have hands-on experience
The lecture will be primarily
Overall Van
was only available on a limited during lectures."
on
the
performing work of William
number of computers and was Donselaarfhopes th~se com~uters
Shakespeare's
Twelfth
Night.
spread out. "We had this software
will better equip students for what
-This
comes
at
an
opportune
time,
on campus
all over,"
Van they'll be working with when they
due
to
the
fact
that
Dordt
College'S
Donselaar says. "We consolidated
get jobs after college. "We wanted
Theatre Arts Department will be
it, wrapped it up in a nice package
to give students in art, communicaperforming this play during the
and expanded it."
tion, music and theatre arts access
spring semester 2003. Hubbard
Van Donselaar admits that to tools they'll be using after they
encourages those who are interestthis software was not running as graduate; we wanted to' provide the
ed in trying out for this year's play
smoothly as they had hoped earlier
student body with these tools as
to attend both the lecture and the
this fall, but he, believes the situa- welL"

Mac Lab benefits students
Bethany Fopma
Staff Writer

As Dordt's campus continues to grow and expand, so does
its technology. The college has
added a new Macintosh computer
lab in the basement of the library.
The software on the computers will
benefit all students, primarily those
in the music, theatre arts, communication and art programs.
The lab was ~dded nsing
remaining funds last May at the
end of the budget year. The academic departments were notified
that the budget money was available. "We heard back from the
music, theatre arts, communication, and art departments, all of
which expressed a need for more
Macs," says Brian Van Donselaar,
Computer Services Director.
The lab has sixteen computers, each of which run on OS X,
the Macintosh operating system.

workshops on campus. She mentions that auditions for the Dordt
production of Twelfth Night will
be held the following Monday and
Tuesday, November 25 and 26
beginning at 7:00 p.m., and that
attending this workshop may give
them an "upperhand in the auditioning process."
According. to Simon du
Toil, Professor of Theatre Arts, this
will be an excellent workshop, due
to Weidner's
very energetic and
exciting personality -- that is excellent in performing Shakespeare."
Hubbard mentions that in the
lecture, Weidner will "show slides
of previous Shakespearean plays,
promote discussions about producing and perforning Shakespeare,
and offer a great opportunity for
others to learn." A small performance will be given at the lecture by
Dordt students who will perform
portions of Twelfth Night. The
students involved are seniors Laura
Groen and Rachel Persenaire ,
sophomore Ethan Koerner, and
freshman Jon Horlings. The students and the community are invited to the lecture, which will take
place on the campus of Dordt
College in Room S 10 I of the
Science Building.
Admission is
free for both the workshop and the
lecture.
Currently, seven students
are enrolled in the workshop, and
they would like to have approximately 20 students involved. If
interested, please contact Simon du
Toit.
II
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NISO Presents "Pictures~~
Beth Hengeveld

Staff Writer
Music lovers gathered
Tuesday, November 12, in the BJ.
Haan Auditorium to attend the
Northwest Iowa Symphony
Orchestra's concert, "Pictures
from the Old World."
NISO's theme for the
season is "Pictures, Old & New."
Tuesday's concert featured works
by European composers, such as
Brahms, Prokofiev, Mascagni, and
Beethoven.
Teresa Walters, an internationally acclaimed pianist, perloimed with NISO on Beethoven's
Piano Concerto No.5. Walters
performed on the B J. Haan
Auditorium's new Steinway grand
piano, showcasing her musical talents as well as the piano's beauti, ful sound.
Each year, the Friends of
the Symphony, NISO's fund-raising organization, gives out student
scholarships to be used for continuing their private musical education. During intermission,

Chairman of the Board of
Directors Pete Hamill announced
this year's scholarship recipients.
Hamill also presented a
plaque to James Koldenhoven,
thanking him for his faithful service as general manager of NISO.
Director Henry Duitman
said, "James Koldenhoven
deserves most of the credit for the
development of this organization,
especially in the beginning."
NISO also presented a
concert for children from area
schools at 1:30 on Tuesday afternoon. They played the selections
from Brahams, Mascagni, and
Prokofiev.
Prior to the concert, the
children were invited to draw
scenes from Prokofiev's piece.
These drawings were shown
before each movement at the children's concert and during the
evening performance.
This year's symphony is
composed of 90 members from
northwest Iowa and southeast
South Dakota, ranging in age from

NISO performs "Lieutenant Kije"
Duitman.
elementary school to adult. "The
group has a lot of good young talent," Duitman said. "We're excited about developing that talent."
NISO will present two
more concerts this year. "Portraits
of Patriotism" will be presented

Students get their kick in a local ro ram

Sara Prins and Amanda
Branderhorst kick it up in class.
Taekwondo appeals to people
for many different reasons. Some
like the idea of staying physically
fit, while others want to learn selfdefense. "I have been interested in
Martial Arts for more than 5 years
now, after meeting someone who
had his black belt in karate," said
Sara Prins. "It just fascinated me."
November 23 is the tournament
for students who choose to be tested over what they've learned over
the last nine weeks. The testing
will require 10-15 minutes of each
student's time, depending on which
belt they are. The judges will be
looking for speed, accuracy, control, concentration, focus, rhythm,
and power. "I always find myself
extremely pleased with the results
of testings, and actually receiver
compliments
constantly,"
said
Ranschau. "I explain to others that
it is not hard to teach such willing
and able students."
If you are interested in getting
involved with Taekwondo, there is
a contact number available in the
Rec Center.

music written by American composers Steven Yarbrough and
Charles Ives. Dvorak's New World
Symphony will be the grand finale
to the program, entitled
"Photographs from the New
World."

I

Kim Lucier
Staff Writer

•

Saturday, January 18. The Valley
. Male Chorus, the Sioux Valley
Singers, and the Circuit Riders
will join NISO in presenting a
variety of patriotic music.
The spring concert on
Tuesday, April 15, will present

Ch ti Hi~herEd c 1'00-.1

Kelly Vander Pol
Staff Writer
Tired of intramural volleyball,
basketball, and soccer? Want to try
something that is an excellent
source of physical activity? A lesson in dedication and respect?
Taekwondo is your answer.
The Taekwondo program has
been here at Dordt for three years
now. Instructor Doug Ranschau
saw the Rec Center as an ideal
location to teach in simply because
it is a great facility. He also liked
the idea of teaching on a college
campus in hopes of attracting more
college students to the program.
Approximately 15 people are in
each class, half of which are Dordt
students. The classes meet every
Tuesday night; one class at 7 p.m.,
and the other at 8 p.m.
Taekwondo is more than a
physical workout; it conditions the
mind as well. "Taekwondo allows
its students to develop confidence,
discipline, self-control, and honesty; not to mention a healthy
round kick," said Ranschau.
"During class sessions, students
gain confidence by learning how to
defend themselves, using a nonaggressive art form."
A number of different levels
allow students to work towards
higher levels at their own pace.
These levels span from basic
punches and kicks to board breaking exercises. The benefits of this
sport are vast. As these students
learn self-defense, they are acquiring skills that are applicable to all
areas of life.
Taekwondo keeps students in
great physical condition as well.
The sport strengthens, quickens,
coordinates, and tones the students.

by Prolofiev under the competent conducting of Director Henry

IAPCHE is an organization comprised of 360 individuals
and 40 institutions worldwide. The
International Association for the
Promotion of Christian Higher
Education serves .Jesus as Lord
through the development of fundamental Christian higher education,
with the aid of networking and academic activity.
"It seemed to me an
organization that was developing a
perspective I have been taught my
whole life," says Dr. Nick
Lantinga, head of IPACHE. . "It
gives me the opportunity to use the
gifts that God has given me in -the
most effective ways."
Lantinga is a 1990 graduate of Calvin College as well as an

institutional member of IAPCHE.
He is also the professor of a crosscultural studies class at Dordt.
Lantinga is assisted by
Anne Maatman. Maatman is in an
expanded office manager position.
She was accepted to this position in
October 2001, following her work
in Sioux Center with a travel
agency and service in two hosting
committees of international conferences.
Lantinga took over Dr.
J.B. Hulst's six-year reign as executive director. Hulst, however, will
stay on this year as Senior Advisor
to the Secretarist. He was the past
chairman of IAPCHE after his
retirement from the presidency of
Dordt College.
Hulst is currently participating in the Council for Christian
Colleges and Universities as a senior advisor, mainly regarding
Christian colleges and universities
beyond the United States.

IAPCHE believes that
academic work demonstrates life
commitment to God, through Jesus
Christ, in the power of the Spirit.
Therefore, academics should be
carried out from a Biblical perspective.
"What we do for Christian
scholars is to recognize that there
are cultural blinders," Lantinga
said.
IAPCHE is divided into
five regions: Africa, Asia/Oceania,
Europe, Latin America and North
America. The IAPCHE board is
made up of two members from
each region, along with an advisor
to the secretarist.
IAPCHE members plan to
expand the future of the organization to undertake the challenge of
the 21st century Christian higher
education. "Our goal is to advance
the kingdom of God, but more intimately, the body of Christ,"
Lantinga said.

Davelaar dazzles in cello recital
Anna Steketee
Staff Writer

Melodious sounds of a cello
echoed inside of the B J. Haan
Auditorium
on
Saturday,
November 16. Coral in (Den Boer)
Davelaar was performing in her
senior recital.
Davelaar is one of the many talented seniors showing all of the
many
techniques
they have
acquired over the years.
Davelaar's said that the recital

was fun because her grandmother,
performance.
David
Kok
was
who accompanied her in her first
four recitals in high school, was Davelaar's
accompanist
on
Saturday while she performed
able to come up from Florida.
Brahm's Cello Sonata No. I in E
Although she did not accompany
Davelaar this time,
they both Minor and one movement from
Chopin's Sonata for Cello and
enjoyed her being here.
Davelaar is a music scholarship
Piano.
"It went well. I wasn't
award winner and has been
involved with music programs for terribly nervous," said Davelaar
years. She has performed in a few when asked about the recital.
recitals throughout
her music ."There was a good balance
and
career. This, however, was her first between my accompanist
recital at Dordt, even though she is myself. There were a few mistakes, but it all went well."
majoring in instrumental music

!
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Biblical gender roles are Equal, but not identical
Steve Kloosterman
Editor
·"Gender distinctions are
arbitrary, and should be eliminated," the title read. I was reading a
perspective article in the Calvin
Chimes in which the student
author
condemned
cultural
nuances of gender differentiation,
such as guys holding doors open
for girls and dress styles.
I've heard the regular
arguments about exactly what
roles for the male and female
.genders should be before, but this
was the first I'd heard any distinction between the two condemned.
The author also condemned traditional ideas of gender roles, such as men leading in
the home and women staying at
home, suggusting that such distinctions imply the superiority of

males over females--which
is
unacceptable.
Traditional
VIews of
gender roles may have worked
well in different cultures for
many years in the past, a feminist
will tell you, but traditional concepts can and should be replaced.
Gender distinctions are widespread because patriarchal society is widespread; such societies
are an inefficient use of both
sexes'capabilities and should be
replaced.
Apart from disscussing
what a patriarchal society might
be replaced with, I might agree
that they could be replaced with a
lot of work. You might be able to
convince me it's possible. But I
can't help thinking that a societal
concept such as patriarchy, visible in more cultures than just our
own, must have something to do
with either total depravity or
common grace. Do you follow
me? If gender distinctions are

really "arbitrary," why are they
widespread?
The Bible definitely
seems to support what most secular feminists would label as a
patriarchal society. I don't need
to insult your familiarity with
Scripture by citing all the texts.
While the Bible records the work
of women such as Jael, Esther,
Hulda, and Pricilla in the Biblical
history, the sometimes troubling
teaching is that a man, or at least
married man, is "the head of his
wife, as also Christ is head of the
church," (Eph. 5:23) and is to live
"giving honor to the wife, as to
the weaker vessel," (I Peter 3:7)
while women are created as a
"help suitable to man," (Gen.
2: 18) and even are to "learn in
silence with all submission." (I
Tim. 2:11)
The argument has often
been made that the teaching of
the Bible was influenced by a
certain (patriarchal) culture, a

Fighting False Fires
Rosie Grantham
Staff Writer
On Sunday morning at
5 am, the fire alarm in East Hall
went off, forcing the entire
building to evacuate. And at
first, it appeared that there might
even be a real fire, evidenced by
the cloud of acrid smoke in the
lobby. But it wasn't. As it turns
out, it was just a prank. An eyewitness saw two guys run into
the building, shortly after which
smoke filled the lobby from two
fire extinguishers, and the alarm
went off.
What concerns me the
most about this event is not so
much the deprivation of sleep,
although waking 160 sleeping
beauties turns each one into a
wicked witch of the Midwest,
but that someone would do this
for a prank. Now, I'm not against
pranks in college, because they
can be quite a riot if it's pulled
off with taste. When I came back
from tri-state I found string spider webbed all around my room
and my roommate and I had a
good laugh. But pulling a fire

alarm is something entirely different.
Every time the alarm is
pulled and its not a real fire,
Dordt gets fined $1500, which
means WE get fined $1500. And
if Dordt can't find out who's
responsib e, the wnole buil mg
gets fined, That's already happened to Covenant once this
year. And nobody I know wants

to throwaway money because
some intellectually-challenged
individual thinks it would be
funny to cry "wolf".
And that brings me to
another point. Dordt fire alarms
have already gone off 14 or 15
times this year, "and each time
the volunteer firefighters have

come out to make sure nothing's
wrong. Each time so far it's been
a false alarm, which has become
so expected, that this last time
the firefighters first showed up
in a regular pickup, instead of
their regular fire truck. We too,
have grown to expecffhe.false
alarms. I mean, when I first
heard it, I rolled over and would
have gone back to sleep, if my
roommate hadn't made me get
up. And I know for a fact that
many others did the same thing:
When someone pulls
the fire alarm for a prank, its
much more than a practical joke.
It's cruel, expensive, and dulls
our response to a real fire in the
building. If the individuals
responsible for it aren't found,
we have to pay, and firefighters
waste their time coming to
Dordt. Everyone loses; Pranks
are meant to be funny, and funny
is not making 160 cranky girls
start their Sunday morning earlier than they had intended. So,
Don't pull the fire alarm for a
prank, you and everyone else
will just have to pay.

fact that must be kept in mind
while reading and interpreting the
Bible. I don't mean to address
this argument at length in this
editorial specifically, but consider: isn't the Word of God bigger
than the boundaries of anyone
culture? Isn't it our task to examine culture in the light of God's
Word, rather
than analyze
Scripture by our understanding of
culture? Isn't the Bible itself a
cultural directive, rather than a
cultural product?
Mis u n ders tan dings
about Scripture come easily.
"Equality" is a word that often
arises in a debate of gender roles.
"Equality of all people is a scriptural idea," you. say, "isn't it?"
Well, between the sexes as such,
I'd say so. But is "equality" a
synonym for "sameness"? If men
and women have different callings as Christians, does that make
one lesser than the other?
Not according to Paul.

"There are diversities of gifts, but
the same Spirit," we learn in I
Corinthians 12. "There are differences of ministries, but the same
Lord. And there are diversities of
activities, but it is the same God
that works in them all." The
chapter goes on to tell how different members of the body of
Christ need to value each other's
gifts and how each is equally
vital to the body's performance.
If Bob serves God by
working in the factory, and serving on consistory, and Betty
serves God by keeping their 2
and 3-year-olds out of trouble,
and teaching a Sunday school
class, does that make Bob any
better than Betty in God's eyes?
Of course not.
I, too, am convinced that
we must require equal recognition for both Bob and Betty's
contributions, but I disagree with
the idea that he and she should
make identical contributions.
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Senior reflection: "Who am I?"
Who Am I? Maybe the
question that I need to ask first
is, "Who do I want to be?"
I'd like to be a fun-loving (if slightly strange), yet
mature (don't laugh), 22-yearold who loves and serves his
God with his heart, soul, mind,
and strength. I'd like to really .
love and care for my friends and
those around me, as Christ did.
I'd like to (or at least start to)
gain true wisdom. I'd like to be a
responsible person, in all areas
of my life. I'd like to be able to
really keep my thoughts under
control, I'd like to trust God
fully-above my wit, intellect, or
other talents (Even for finding a

job in the future). I'd like to be
learning what I need to be a
good (someday, God willing)
husband. I'd like to be respected
by those around me. "Be ye
holy"
But I look at who I
really am and I fall far short of
that ideal. I tend to be rather
moody and, well, I guess I am
plenty strange. Loving God
tends to be an on-again, offagain proposition. My own
interests and desires often are
entirely self-focused.
Unselfishly love one another?
It's a gift that I don't bestow on
others nearly as often as I'd like.
Wisdom is far, far away. I like to

give a good impression of being
responsible to those around mebut those who have gotten to
know me know the truth.
My thoughts rage in my
head of lust, jealously, rage,
malice, and pride. I look to
myself for my salvation, deeply
striving to make myself perfect.
I think I'll make it through my
life with my own strength and
ability-hardly giving God a second thought. "Be ye holy?" I'm
human-and a human with an
enormous capacity for self-worship and evil, perverse thoughts,
at that.
While Jesus was having dinner
at Matthew's house, many tax

collectors and 'sinners' came and
ate with Him and His disciples.
When the Pharisees saw this,
they asked His disciples, 'Why
does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and "sinners" T
On hearing this, Jesus
said, 'It is not the healthy who
need a doctor, but the sick."
(Matthew 9:10-12)
I don't know about you,
but I take a good, hard look at
myself and I see someone who
is desperately sick. I need a doctor.And that very truth that' is
central to the Gospel-Christ has
come to us, as broken, hurting,
dirty, and unholy as we are, and
paid the ultimate price to heal

us. Christ didn't come to be a
doctor for those who have their
lives under control. He came to
be a doctor to us-the bloody,
aching, dirty, and weak masses
of humanity that we are.
Even though it is this
very truth that's central to
Christianity, I don't understand
it. I want to be good enough. I
don't want to swallow my pride
long enough to accept a gift that
I have no hope of ever deserving. But I know that it's the
truth, the truth that sets us free.
--David Alan Ojelle
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Still Searching brings soul searching
Kristi Mulder
World Editor

Skydive. write a book,
stay at a monastery, get a doctorate in theology, paint a mural,
make a CD-these are just a few
things on a list Senior Pam
Vandermeer is checking off oneby-one. In a matter of days she'll
be able to check off one more:
her new CD Still Searching.
The CD contains eleven
original songs in what
Vandermeer calls a singer-songwriter style. She says, "The stuff I

Vandermeer's Still Searching
CD will be available Nov, 26
deal with on the CD is my heart.
Real emotions. Real struggles.
Real words. The CD is a compilation of songs reflecting my con-

tinual search for a closer relationship with God, a sense of identity,
and my attempt to understand the
world I live in. I think we're all
still searching for a closer relationship with God. We're on an
endless searching journey."
Pam Vandermeer might
be considered an unusual candidate to produce her own CD
because she's never had any formal music training. She plays the
guitar, but even that was selftaught. Vandermeer started writing
her own songs in Grade 12 and
her friends laughed when she
began talking about someday
making a CD.
As a freshman here at
Dordt, a long way from her home
in Calgary, Alberta, Vandermeer
says, "I played for myself in my
room because I didn't think anyone would like it." But people did
like what she was writing and
began asking her to write songs
for weddings, graduations, and
other special occasions. She
gained confidence in her music.
Last year, Vandermeer said, "I did
the scariest thing I've ever done
and performed at the talent show.
It was llglry because my 8ODllJ,.
so revealing about who I am and
what I think."
These experiences kept
her hope of someday making a

CD alive and then this past summer suddenly it seemed as though
her dream might come true. lilt
seemed that if I was going to
make a CD, it was now or never.
The doors flung wide open, but it
was still a huge trusting for me,"
says Vandermeer. "I had no idea
where the money would come
from, how to reproduce it, who
would do the artwork. I had
absolutely no plan. It was one of
those blind chasings."
Vandermeer began working with Skyline Studios in Sioux
Center, run by Calen Moerman, a
Dordt graduate. Her musicians
also come from the Dordt community. Tricia Van Dyk plays
cello on the CD and was, "my
number one encourager," says
Vandermeer. Heidi Kargas was
recruited to play violin, Syd
Hielema the piano, and Calen
Moerman the bass guitar.
Moerman, as well as Kraig
Bleeker, also sang back-up. With
Vandermeer singing her music
and playing her guitar, the group
began recording in August. Then
the songs were edited and special
features added while Arlo Bakker
desi~ the artworkior the CD
cover. Everything was sent away
for post-production and
Vandermeer hopes to hear her CD
before Thanksgiving. lilt's been an

anxious semester," said
Vandermeer. "But I'm just
loving all these steps
because I've never done any
of this before."
Vandermeer composed most of the songs on
her CD within the last year
and the songs deal with a
variety of topics. "My
music is simple musically.
It's all about the message,"
emphasizes Vandermeer.
"My first song is called
"preface," not "Prelude" like it's an introduction to
words, not so much to the
music. A couple of my
Pam Vandermeer is not "still searching."
songs talk about the injusHer dream has become reality.
tices of the world and why
of my songs allude to God,
injustice happens when we're all
though," says Vandermeer. "I do
striving for a better society* [oththat because I think it's hard to see
ers] talk about that emptiness,
God sometimes in the hard issues
deep yearning for something
of life. I want the CD to speak to
more, when you feel like you Ire
people who have been dealing
losing hold of God and all you
with some of the same things I've
can hope for is that God is holdbeen dealing with, but may not be
ing on to you."
ready to hear about God head-on."
One song, "Baby Blue
Pam Vandermeer will be
Eyes," was written for her twoperforming selections from her
year-old niece Celeste, reminding
CD in a concert on December 16
her to hope in God's love.
in the BJ Haan Auditorium. For
Vl!Ildeon!oer'slast song:,;,;J"
e"'n:- ..
information about tli'e CD Still--=-1
l'amour" is in French.
Searching, you can e-mail Pam
"0nly one of my songs is
Vandermeer at m_ v_producdistinctly Christian because it's
tions@yahoo.com
taken directly from the Bible. All

Romkema publishes poetry
Andrew De Young

StatfWriter

Craig Romkema is gifted
with words. With one book of
poetry already under his belt, his
talent as a writer is apparent, but
his relationship with the written
word goes beyond that. As a
young man dealing with autism
and cerebral palsy, Craig communicates with those around him primarily through typing.
Slipping into autism
between four and six months of
age, Craig was essentially trapped
inside hid body, unable to communicate freely with those around
him. His initial difficulty with
communication made it easy for
others to label him "retarded." He
seems to have lived his life to
prove them wrong.
Speaking about
Embracing the Sky, his new book
of poetry, Craig says, "I hope
someday to be known as a writer
who happens to struggle with
autism, not an autistic person who
happens to write." His outward
appearance may make it hard for
people to realize this, but, as
Craig points out, in the world of
disabilities, appearances can be
deceiving.

Craig has worked to be
he could read the titles and identityped that he "didn't want to be in
taken very seriously by others his
fy shape and color.
those baby classes anymore." He
whole life. At a very early age, a
These beliefs were conwas taken out of the learning dispsychologist gave him an I. Q.
firmed
abled classes and put back into
test, but one based on motor
regular classes with the help of an
skills that Craig could
aid. Craig thrived, and since
not perform. When
then has graduated from
he first went to
MOC-Floyd Valley
school, he
High School in
started
\ Orange City, Iowa,
working
with honors and
one-onhas earned twelve
one with
credits at Dordt.
a teacher
Classes at Dordt
and was
have brought
eventualtheir own set of
ly moved
challenges and
to classes
joys. "I love learnfor the learning about any topic in
ing disabled.
depth," says Craig.
Despite these early
Classes also have their
frustrations, Craig's family
frustrations, though, "The most
knew that he underfrustrating part," he
stood more than peo- Because of ongoing medical treatments, Craig is presently tak- says, "is the fact that
pie thought.
ing four classes a year. His mother, Barb, helps him to comI can't freely talk
According to Barb, municate. "I'm overwhelmed at first," he says, "but soon I
with my mouth, and
Craig's mom, "He
enjoy the fruits of my work." In the future, Craig would like my hand isn't very
gave us. clues that he to add more classes to his schedule.
fast in typing out my
was there and that he
answers." As a
was really smart." A family that
when the Romkema s found that,
result, Craig. often can't respond
loves books, the Romkemas
with the help of touch support, he
to interesting questions before
taught Craig to read at age three
could type on an alphabet board.
another student has answered
and a half, and suspected that he
An aide would provide wrist supthem.
was absorbing what they taught.
port so that Craig could type, one
"The second most frusWhen they asked Craig to bring
letter at a time, the things he
trating part is the way my body
them a certain book, he would
wanted to say. Then, in the fifth
responds to stress, sometimes with
find the right one, evidence that
gra1e, Craig came home and
silliness or obsessive behaviors,"

.

says Craig. He tries very hard to
control these behaviors, and has,
worked with relaxation techniques
over the years, which have helped
somewhat. Craig's main concern,
though, is for his fellow students.
"I am aware of my obligation to
the other students not to hinder
their education by my presence
among them," he says.
These problems, although
frustrating have provided much of
the inspiration for the poetry in
Embracing the Sky. "I chose to
begin by writing about my life
experience," says Craig. The
poems were painful to write at
first, De admits, but soon he got
used to sharing his life and recalling moments along the way.
Craig hopes to write
more books in the future, and to
experiment with other forms of
writing, For now, though, he simply hopes that his perspective can
touch those who share his life situation, and help others better
understand autism.
"I know there are thousands of families who have just
discovered that their son or
daughter is autistic, and I can help
them with my insight into this
condition,," says Craig.
"Hopefully, my perspective can
add some measure of ,grace to the
world."
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Coming together at the cross Freedom from
smoking
ManueIaA.A.Ayee
Guest Writer

Excitement was in the air
as students boarded the Dordt
College vans that were to take
them to the National Christian
Multicultural
Student
Leaders
Conference at Bethel College, St.
Paul, Minn. There were eleven students,
accompanied
by the
International and Minority students' coordinator, Mrs. Alberta
Ayee, as well as a faculty member,
Dr. Emmanuel Ayee.
Each
student
was
assigned to resident students at
Bethel, who were our hosts for the
conference. Immediately, the students plunged into activities. The
conference began with an Opening
Ceremony including Praise and
Worship that was extremely inspiring. fterwards, there was a reception where we were treated to pizza
and a wide assortment of other
delicious goodies. There was even
a music mixer who entertained the
students with some cool tunes.
For the next two days, the
conference took off in full swing.
Students attended numerous workshops, chapels, and Ethnicity
Caucuses.

Culture
Ann Renee Andree

~tEditor
At Dordt and other colleges, an ideal college community
environment exists where Christian
living is encouraged.
Some .say
that after college, ideals must be
abandoned as students enter the
"real" world. However, "Culture Is
Not Optional," or *cino, is an
organization that believes that
Christian ideals do not end after
college-- they continue.
*cino began with a group
of Dordt alumni who were looking
for a way to keep in touch with
each other after college.
They
began an online discussion board
and realized that the community
that they shared at Dordt was possible online. They expanded the
idea of "internet community-building" to other Christians, and *cino
was formed.
The mission of *cino is to
help college students realize that
their Christian ideals need to continue after college too. Rather than
pursuing the "American Dream,"
*cino helps to encourage students
to live a radical Christian life.
First, *cino helps students live out
their Christian life by providing
information via their website-- an
interactive online community.
*Cino also introduces
practical ways to prepare for a radical Christian life. *cino also
organizes "camping is not an
option" conferences at designated
campgrounds for Christians to
come together and experience
nature and community. To do this,
*cino connects students with professional mentors in their field of

Out of the 22 concurrent
workshops that were organized, I
selected three to describe in further
detail. One workshop entitled
"Relationships: The Foundations
for Successful Leadership" was
particularly interesting. The speaker went through numerous points
on the importance of relationships,
. how difficult they are and how
authentic we make them. A good
leader, indeed, any human being,
needs to understand the importance
of building strong, long lasting,
authentic relationships
because
they are essential for a successful
life.
Another important workshop was
'Minority' Identity
Development: Special Challenges,
Special Rewards." This helped participants understand the challenges
faced by· people in developing
healthy identities when they are a
"minority" person (significantly
different from the majority). It
stressed on the fact that since God
created each person as he/she is, it
is important to value the important
aspects of who you are.
A third interesting workshop was "Back to the future: 21st
Century Black Leadership (and
!!

•
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How It Can Help Change the
World for All People). This
focused on the history of African
Americans and the implications
this history has for developing
leaders, for racial reconciliation,
for campus ministry, for collaboration in the Body of Christ, and for
relations between various "black"
ethnicities.
The NCMSLC was an eye
opening conference that sensitized
us to the issues faced by students
nationwide. Students learned that
many other people face some of the
problems they faced, and they discovered new ways to deal with
them. The students built new relationships and learned how to live
peacefully and happily on our
respective campuses. Most of the
students felt that multi-cultural
issues should not just affect
minorities, but all the students on
campus.
The goal of NCMSLC is
to build and maintain a Christian
Community and work together as
members of God's diverse kingdom. Although we may look, act,
feel, talk and behave differently,
we are essentially "ONE PEOPLE"
in Christ

Andrea Vander Wilt
Staff Writer
The new Freedom From
Smoking program at Dordt is giving students an opportunity to quit
smoking. The program, headed up
by Bob Wiersma and LaNee
Perkins, began roughly a month
ago with around 12 students
involved.
The American Lung
Association and Dordt College are
working hand in hand to make this
program possible.
The idea for the program
began when a student asked Mr.
Wiersma to help him quit smoking.
At that time Dordt really did not
have a program to help students
quit. Mr. Wiersma contacted the
American Lung Association on the
state level. He was directed to the
Sioux County Tobacco Coalition,
which oversees smoking programs
in the area. The coalition has three
main goals. The first is to prevent
smoking, the second is to help people quit smoking, and the third is to
help with the amount of second
hand smoke around. They work
with public places such as restaurants to make them smoke free.
Dordt became a member
.thill"'"eoalition-and
egan th
Freedom From Smoking Program.'
Money for the program
comes from the settlement of the
lawsuit brought by the state of
Iowa against the tobacco companies. This money is used to fund
tobacco programs in many counties.
The money Dordt has
received is being used to buy material for the class, and also help students purchase Nicoderm patches

not optional

interest. Currently, *cino is creating an off-campus program for
2004 that helps :students research
practical career options and discover the needs in their field of calling.
*cino wants to help students continue to experience a
community of Christian support
after college.
Kirstin Vander
Giessen-Reitsma, of the' board of
Directors of *cino, said, "We want
to
bring
people
together-Christians of various denominations and alumni of various colleges--who are seeking to apply
their faith to life, as well as those
who already (j.re. By exposing people's efforts, we hope to encourage

both students and' graduates to
maintain their ideals, to work
together to achieve ambitious
goals, and to radically redeem all
parts of culture."
To become involved with
*cino, students can visit www.cultureisnotoptional.corn.
Students
can participate in discussions and
send in articles or artwork for the
*cino online newsletter. It is a
Christian community online.
*Cino's motto is Unite. Learn.
Serve. This is the essence of
Christian living, and a good goal
for all.

Renae's

and Nicorette gum.
The program consists of
eight sessions.
The sessions
include guest speakers that talk to
the students about various topics
. including previous experiences and
how to use the patch and gum.
There are also discussions in the
class about topics such as strategies
for quitting, how to relax, how to
quit without gaining weight, why
people quit, and how to stay smoke
free when your friends smoke
around you.
The program is designed
to help people who want to quit
smoking. It is a good way to cut
back on smoking at Dordt. Rather
than enforcing a smoke free campus Dordt is helping students quit
smoking all together. Eventually
they would like to help people who
want to quit as well as help those
who don't want to quit get to a
point in their lives where they
would like to quit.
There will be more programs after the holidays for those
who would like to quit smoking.
Dordt would not only like to help
students quit, but also faculty, staff,
and members of the Sioux Center
community .
"It will be wonderful, as a
campus community; if we can
encourage them to quit and not
make it hard for them it will be
wonderful." Mr. Wiersma stated.
This program is not only for cleaning up all those ugly cigarette butts
at the entrance to every building,
but also for supporting and respecting those students who decide to
quit.

•
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"The Ring" delivers a
seven-day scare
Jason Mulder
A&EEditor
The film begins just like many
other horror films-an urban legend
turned real, threatening the lives of those
who didn't believe. The story surrounds
a videotape filled with creepy, nightmare-worthy images, followed by a
phone call warning the viewer of his or
her own death in exactly seven days.
Rachel Keller (Naomi Watts) is at first
skeptical of the story until four teenagers
die mysteriously in separate incidents,
exactly seven days after viewing just
s.uch a tape-one of whom is her niece.
She investigates, manages to track down
the tape, allows her skepticism and
curiosity to prevail and watches it.
Mysterious things begin to happen and she becomes convinced of the
tapes validity. She recruits the help of
her ex, Noah (Martin Henderson), an

expert in video technology. They have
seven days to unravel the mystery
behind the tape and save their own lives
and the life of their young son, Aidan
(David Dorfman), who had accidentally
been exposed to the tape as well.
Director Gore Verbinski's "The
Ring" is what can only be described as
"The Sixth Sen sell meets "Final
Destination." An adaptation from the
1996 Japanese film "Ringu," by Hideo
Nakata, "The Ring" combines suspense,
horror, drama, and excitement, leaving
viewers on the edge of their seats, never
knowing quite what to expect.
Hans Zimmer ("Gladiator")·
changes pace musically, providing eerie
tunes to enhance the creepy atmosphere
of the film. The Washington state fog
contributes a scary, mystical background
to the characters' urgency and uncertainty.
Its many implausible details

ward off next -day fears of turning on the
TV or picking up the phone; some things
were just too off-the-wall to believe.
The movie's many special effects and
not-what-you'd-expect events give you
plenty of chances to grab the armrest or
arm of the person sitting next to you.
The best surprise in the film
comes near the end. Just when you
think the film is over and your disappointment is nearly equaled by all the
predictable cheesiness, the plot continues and your jaw is left on the floor.
This is a film that must be seen
in a crowded theater with other unsuspecting viewers. The, film incorporates
many stereotypical elements of your
average horror film, but how they are
used is far from predictable.
"The
Ring" is a "must see" if you're in the
mood for a good scare that won't come
back to haunt you when you're out alone
at night.

Que Sera Selah Building Jerusalem
Chris Maust

Staff Writer
Today's headline goes out
yfans our there.
I hope you enjoy the reference. If
you don't understand it, run out to
your nearest video store and rent
"The Man Who Knew Too Much."
And-- Bah! Enough Trivialities!
Let's get on to the meat of this article.
Selah is pronounced Saylah. The band is well known in
Christendom for their habit of
recording great hymns of the past
with their distinctive Nashville
style of singing. Missionary kids
from the Congo, Todd Smith and
his sister Nicol are the lead singers
of Selah. They met pianist Allan
Hall while substituting for a praise
and worship team that was out on
the road, and that is where Selah
began.
My favorite song of the
evening was the cover of Larry
Norman's
"Sweet
Song
of
Salvation."
Selah had picked
three members from the audience
and taught them to sing along with
Norman's primal opening line,
which is a melodic scream that gets
under your skin and infects you
with a disease that is wholly pleasurable.
Another excellent song of
the evening was "Draw Me," a
slower song of harmony that
reminded me of Alison Krauss's
llDown By The River to Pray."
Selah's song kept repeating a few
simple lines over and over, but
each-time they repeated a line, they
layered it with a deeper, more soaring harmony that peaked royally at
...,

'Y<H'Doris

the end of the song.
Andrew De Young
On a more humorous
Staff Writer
note, Selah's opening number was
a sound check and not a song. You
a?
e
. h =the turn -0 th
gave Selah's driver bad directions
millennium well behind us. it's
and they spent a good few hours
easy to forget the Y2K frenzy
driving around Sioux City looking
that gripped the nation in 1999
for the "Sioux Center" building!
as we stood at the end of a turEventually, they got better direcbulent century and looked fortions and the concert began without
ward. Building Jerusalem, the
delay.
student-directed
play opening
Here, I'd like to take a
in December. should help us
minute to rave about Selah's
remember. It finds its characpianist, Allan Hall. Firstly, he's
ters facing a similar situation
definitely the emotional center of
on New Year's Eve, 1899band. Secondly, this guy knows
reflecting on the past, present,
how to rock out on the piano.
and future
as they eagerly
During the section of the
await the dawn of the 20th cenconcert where he gave his testimotury.
ny, he told about looking for work
"This play struck me
in Nashville for nearly ten years
immediately as something that
and finally
finding
musical "WOuld be good for people to
employment with Selah.
see,"
says student
director
Then, he went on to playa
Jennifer Kenoyer. "In the end,
song by Dolly Parton called "Coat
it asks its audience to examine
of Many Colors." It's a bluegrass
who they are and their place in
ballad that tells a rags-to-riches
story of a small child whose mother made her a jacket from leftover
scraps of fabric left about the
house. Money was scarce and sacrifices had to be made" I've never
heard the Dolly Parton version, but
I am wholeheartedly willing to say
that Mr. Hall has done it justice.
Selah's sounds are righteous, and they have the Dove
Awards to prove it. For those of
you who are fans of FFH or contemporary bluegrass, I recommend
you run on down to your local True
Vine Bookstore and check out the
demo of Selah's latest release..
"Rose of Bethlehem," a Christmas
album.

We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of fhe dark. The
real fragedy of fife is when men are afraid of the light.
--Plato

the world."
The play, written by
contemporary
playwright
Michael Redhill, is uniquely
,;.quipp.ed,.ta do ju.<;4that, due to
its unique blend of fiction and
historical fact. Four of the five
characters in the play are based
on real
historical
figures.
Adelaide Hoodless, played by
Brenda Janssen, was a domestic scientist.
Karl Pearson,
played by Dan Oldenkamp, was
a brilliant Darwinist, physicist,
and mathematician.
Reverend
Silas Rand, played by Jonathan
Horlings, was a Baptist missionary. And Augusta StoweGullen,
played
by Rachel
Persenaire,
was a renowned
female doctor also involved in
the women's
suffrage movement.
In the play, these four
factual characters meet one fictional character, Alice, played
by Laura Dykstra, at a New
Year's Eve party. In the hours

leading up to midnight, Alice
leads the four to reveal things
about their individual perspectives through
conversations,
flashbacks,
songs, g-ames, and
magic. Throughout
the course
of the night, questions
are
raised about issues such as
race, gender, and the conflict of
religion
with
science-vall
issues that would later plague
the 20th century.
The
strength
of
Building Jerusalem, and of the
actors, is that people, not ideas,
dominate the play. The characters rise above lifeless historical biographies
and symbols.
Janssen,
Persenaire,
Oldenkamp, and Horlings give
vivid pictures of real human
beings, with Laura Dykstra's
performance
as Alice holding
the stray elements together. In
the end, Building Jerusalem is
a stirring picture of how individuals shape (and misshape)
the world around them.

thIS out.
A&EFAitor
BJH

Ralph Engelstad
. Sioux Falls, SD

,14.1'8.11.
30 pm Sioux Falls Arena. Sioux Falls. SD
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Women's Basketball Team's New Assistant Coach
Rachel Volkers
Assistant Sport Editor
Terry Reimers,

men's basketball team, and his
youngest daughter Kim is a junior
at Unity and participates in softball
and cheerleading ..
Beimers' transition into
his new coaching position has been
very easy. The hardest part of the
transition is that it is off campus
from where he teaches. Both Unity
and Dordt have been very cooperati ve with the rearranging of
schednles. He says both have been
very understanding and he appreciates the support he has been
shown.
Beimers is excited about his
first basketball season at Dordt
College. "I really enjoy being
around coach Bouma and the
ladies here," said Beimers. "I'm a
believer in Dordt College." He
also appreciates that Dordt has a
great philosophy of athletics.
Beirners always wants the
team members to remember that
they are playing to have fun, but
also for service to God and the representation of the school.
You can catch Beimers
and the Dordt College women's
basketball team at their next home
action when they host Morningside
College at 7:00 PM on December

years he has coached the girl's basketball team at Unity under Ross
Bouma, Glenn's son. Beimers' old-

the newest addition

to the Dordt College women '5 basketball team, joins head coach
Glenn Bouma, as the new assistant
coach.
But this is not the first time that
Beimers and Bouma have coached
together and it is not the first time
he has been employed by Dordt.
During his 22 years of teaching,
Beimers has spent the last 20 of
those years teaching
World
History, American History, and
Law at Unity Christian High
Schoo!' He also tanght Geography
as an adjunct here at Dordt last
year. While at Unity, Reimers

spent
track with

many years coaching
Bouma and feels that he has
become "a personal friend of
Bouma,"

After growing up in Sioux
Center and attending Western
Christian High School and Dordt
College, Beimers and his wife
Mary of 26 years, moved to
Southern California.
Beimers and his family
have a history in sports" He has
alway.s coached two or three sports
each ear and-for the las seven

Coach Terry Beimers rehearses
an in-bounds play with the
Lady Defenders

est daughter Wendy played softball
at Dordt for four years and now is
the head volleyball coach at Unity
while teaching at Orange City
Christian School. His son Evan, a
enier her at~
a
",Whe-..L~

Recent Stat
1I112102

Hastings-Region IV Quarterfillll1J;
LP

W3.()

Kills:
Jill Bouma 14
Rebecca Baber 13
Alisa Den Hartog 50
Laura Van K1eyJ 5
,Stacy VanderTuig 12
1l!l3r02
Briar Cliff GPAC Selllifinols

ValleyCity State Univet:l>ity
W66-54
Rebounding: Dan Hospers 11
Arendonk9
Kyle Van Arendonk 15
Evan Beimers t5

W3.()

Kill",

Rachel Pontier 12

.ore Johnson

10
Assists: All,a Den Hartl>g 44
Stacy
. 12

Dakota SllIteUn'l'ersity

1-53-68
Rebounding:
nachel Van Beek Jl Colleen De Groot 6
SCoring; Shawna I'rkkema t5
Katie Bleeker 10

Ore 10hns0n II

Boer 9
Jill Bouma 6

AlisaDen H
Stacy V

BeckeringIl
~ura VanK!ey 10
Men's Basketbd (3-Q)

1JI121(}2

rand Vi<:wCoI.lege
L64-86
.Rebounding
Rachel VanBee!<
IClll:ie

Eric Maa' 9
,Kyle
ndonk 6 'te8ll1Total:34
Scoring:Erie Maa. t4 Kyle V n
Arendonk 12 l'!ven Beimess 12 Team
Total: 73

~~

Bleekel( 6

leam'total: 34
Scoring: leona O'Neill II
Leah Eekhoff II
Shu ng:

Leslie Larson

Stall writer
The
volleyball
team
played last Satnrday at Doane and
lost 0-3 in the GPAC finals. In the
first two games Dordt came within
three points of Doane. "Winning in
the GPAC is difficult and winning
on the road is very, very difficult.
Beating them at horne twice in one
week is almost impossible," said
Head Coach Tom Van Den Bosch.
Doane had a very diversified attack
with a lot of intensity, which lead
them to the win.

Throughout the year the
team has really matured and built
great chemistry. Now, at the end of
the season, the team is at their peak
performance level. Their record is
now 14-2 in the conference and 294 overall.
Dordt
advances
to
Regionals this week where they
will play Bethel College on
Thursday at 8:00 p.m. at Omaha,
Nebraska. They received the third
seed in a six-team field. Let's
rally behind our Lady Defenders
and show them some support on
Thursday.

Soccer Concludes
Leslie Larson

Stall writer
The 2002 women's soccer team
was expected" to be "just average"
in the regular season, but they
proved everyone wrong when they
ended their season with a record of
10-0 and 13-7 overall.
On
November
12, they
played
Hastings
in
the
Regional
Quarterfinals. The game was tied
until there were 26 seconds left to
go and Hastings scored. The game
ended emotionally with a score of
1-2. Head coach Bill Elgersma
said, "I am really pleased with their
pe ormance, It cou
ave gone
into four overtimes. Hastings was'

very h~ppy with the win."
Most of the soccer team's goals
were met throughout the season.
However, there were a few areas
that could have been improved.
The team simply ran out of time to
perfect their improvements, but
next year they plan to start their
season right where they left off.
"The best thing about the. soccer
season was the amount of hard
work and effort the ladies gave.
We never focused on winning, just
improving our weaknesses. The
team could have been very average," Elgersma
said.
They
broughLthemselves to a whole new
level this year!

Jacque Scoby
Sports Editor

WOnten '$ Soccer

Goal:
N cole De Blaey
VoUeybaJl(29-4, 14--2 GPAC)
J1I9102
Sioux Falls-GPACQuarterfinal

_

Volleyball Climbs

i
I

In a previous issue of the
Diamond, the seniors of Dordt's
men's and women's cross country
teams were featured in an article
on the sports page. One senior,
Colin Attema, was inadvertently
left out of that article.
The
Diamond staff regrets the error.
Colin Attema is "a valued fouryear letterman," according to head
coach Ross Goheen. In his fourth
year of cross country, he has
enjoyed being ableto participate in
every meet and watch the team
grow together throughout the year.
"I've enjoyed getting to know
other people, especially the underclassmen, that I wouldn't normally
know outside of cross country," he
says.
The team aspect is also important to Attema. He has enjoyed the
team's success as a whole, and
especially delights in the individual success of fellow senior Becky
Demarest, who has qualified for
the national meet. "I think that's a
highlight for everybody," he says.
Attema, a graduate of Western
Christian High School in Hnll, lA,
has participated in both cross
country and track for the past
seven years, dating back to his
freshman year of high school. He
points to grade school meets and
junior high mock cross country
meets as the key events that
sparked his interest in running.
Following gradnation in May,
Attema hopes to attend graduate
school for computer science.

Defender Tony Rietsma looks for the pass while
guarded by two Grandview players last Tuesday.
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That's My Property!
Peter Anderson
Staff Writer
Recently, a U.S. District Court
Judge gave the order that a rendering of the Ten Commandments in
granite must be removed from the
Montgomery, Ala., judicial building within 30 days. Once again we
have a dispute over government
promotion of religion. However,
there is a deeper side to this case
than just religion--the issue of
private versus public property.
First, let us define private property. Private property is the individual's "exclusive ownership over
what he or she owns" (Tiber
Machan). In an unhampered free
market an individual has total
rights over what he or she can do
with their property - their land,
their body, their bicycle, etc.-- 'as
long as they do not infringe upon
another's liberty and private property. Even in an unhampered market, one individual does not have
the right to harm or pollute another
person's property and no one can
forcibly infringe upon wbat another exclusively owns.
The situation of an unhampered

market where exclusive private
property rights are upheld is not the
case when goods fall under public
ownership. In the case of public
ownership, the taxpayers pay for
the particular good while the govemment·- that is to act in the interests and will of the people-- is the
proprietor. The public allocation of
resources is why religious and
other disputes, like the aforementioned one in Alabama, seem to
never resolve.
The problem is that taxpayers
naturally have varying opinions on
how their money should be allocated by the government. The issue
over logging public forests is a
prime example. Surely logging
public land will make the taxpayers
happy if their interests would benefit from logging. However, other
taxpayers, like environmentalists
or preservationists,
would "be
angered at this blatant promotion
of a cause that does not coincide
with their choices and interests.
They will also be angered because
they are part owners as well in this
public land.
Now we can begin to see why
the public allocation of resources

"
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First: I would like to say that I
appreciate Luuk's perspective. lam
glad that we feel that we can have
open discussion about the diversity
of opinion on Dordt's campus.
I would, however,like to offer
the other side. I definitely agree
that some Americans tend to have
an attitude of superiority. What I
would like to call into question was
the statement about U.S. foreign
policy and the fact that apparently
everyone hates the U.S.
The truth is that many nations
have benefited from U.S. foreign

tends to lead to disputes whereas
the upbolding of private property
minimizes disputes. When an
action is taken with the use of public funds, it is sure to upset those
whose funds are being used to promote an action that goes against
their wishes. In the Alabama case
there would be no dispute if public
ownership were not involved. If
someone were to place the Ten
Commandments in their house it is
not a problem because it is their
own private funds being used to
place something on their own private property. In this case, no one
else's funds are being forcibly
taken to provide for something
they don't agree with.
"Public resources and public
allocation of goods can only lead to
problems because of competing
viewpoints over what should be
done with something that many
people partially own and thus have
a partial interest in. Private ownership does not face this problem
because the exclusive owner makes
the decision over what he or she
solely owns. Therefore contention
will always accompany public allocation and ownership.

t uch the USA"

policy. After World War II, the

Kagan calls the U.S.'s

United States had unsurpassed
power. Its military strength, not to
mention its possession of nuclear
weaponry, gave it the option to pursue any number of global ambitions, but the U.S. chose not to use
its position in a way that would
negatively affect the war-torn
nations.
For another example, take
America's defense budget. Robert
Kagan, . director of the U.S.
Leadership Project, asserts that the
defense budget is much more than
that of any other major power in
the world today. However, very little of that goes to direct American
defense. Most of it goes to what

"international commitments." That
means defending our allies.
I am not saying that the U.S.
handles every situation perfectly or
that we are completely unselfish in
our foreign dealings. 1'11_be the
first to admit that the U.S. can act
wrongly in the pursuit of its own
ends. But the fact is that right now
we do have quite a bit of power and
in my opinion we could be doing
worse.
I appreciate the openness with
which Luuk shared his opinion and
I respect him for speaking out. I
hope that the "Diamond" readers
will take each perspective into consideration.

Weapons inspectors enter Iraq
Compiled by Kristi Mulder
Sources:CNN and BBC.com

U,N. chief
weapons inspector Hans Blix
described the atmosphere in
- Baghdad as "tense" Monday as he
arrived with a team of assistants
to seek any weapons of mass
destruction.
Blix, head of the U.N. commission responsible for searching for
chemical and biological weapons
and missiles, arrived in the Iraqi
capital on Monday with a 30strong .team of inspectors. Blix
said, 'IWe have come here for one
single reason and that is because
the world wants to have assurances
that there are no weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq."
The mission begins almost four
years after the previous team was

removed by the U.N. in December
1998 just before the United States
accused Iraq of non-cooperation
and launched four days of air
strikes called Operation Desert
Fox, The small team of inspectors
is expected to begin work on
November 27, with the teams
reaching full strength by the end of
the year.
They are scheduled to report to
the U.N. Security Council for the
first time by January 27, two
months after the inspections begin.
But the first test of Iraq's will to
cooperate comes on December 8-,
when the Iraqis are to hand over a
declaration of their entire program
of weapons of mass destruction.
Blix then has 60 days to report
back to the U.N. Security Council
with his findings. Iraq has denied
possessing or manufacturing any

weapons of mass destruction.
IIWehope, trust and expect that
they will report whatever may
remain from their program and
also a great deal of things from the
sector they claim are for peaceful
purposes in nuclear, biology or
'chemistry," Blix said.
The inspectors are working
with the backing of a U.N.
Security Coun~il resolution, which
gives them the right to go anywhere at anytime and warns Iraq it
will face "serious consequences IIif
it fails to cooperate.
After Iraqis 1990 invasion of
Kuwait, the Security Council
imposed economic sanctions that
cannot be lifted until U.N.
weapons inspectors verify that Iraq
is free of weapons of mass destruction and the missiles that could
deliver them.

